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Chair’s Thoughts 

The summer has been a great success with strong support for the Thursday walks, the 

Tuesday evening short walks and Barbara Dixon’s children’s walk initiative. 

The winter programme usually coincides with an upsurge in walkers attending. 

Traditionally, we get our maximum attendance October - December when members are 

all back from holidays etc. So it is pleasing that Martin has been able to put together a 

full programme with two walks each week to cope with numbers. My thanks to him and 

leaders for making this happen. 

There have been developments regarding use of monies flowing from our partnership 

with Ramblers Worldwide Holidays. Ramblers HQ have now decided that these 

payments must be treated as donations to Ramblers making them subject to the same 

strict criteria over use as the allocations we receive from direct from Ramblers HQ 

annually to meet the costs of running our Group. The committee will consider the 

implications arising from this at our next meeting and report back to you at the AGM 

                                                                                                                Alan Harper  

Winter Programme 

A copy is attached of the programme to March 2015.In March we would normally put 

together our Summer Walks Programme.  Given the continuing high numbers we are 

again, leaders permitting, providing more than one walk each week and a variety of 

walks in terms of length, location and terrain. With more walks it does mean inevitably 

there will be more “last minute” changes to our programme. Many of these changes 

come too late for inclusion in local newspapers such as the D & S Times. It is therefore 

essential that walkers regularly check the web site (just Google Northallerton 

Ramblers) for updates. Details of forthcoming walks and any changes are 

displayed prominently on the front page. The final safeguard is to telephone the 

leader the day before the walk. This, of course, also assists with car sharing. 

 

 

Northallerton Walks 

The Group and NYCC have teamed up to create the local walks which can all be done 

without the need for a car. Each walk is five to six miles long on level, easy paths that 

have been improved by the county council. The routes were researched and put together 

by Peter Fowler and George Bateman of Northallerton Ramblers after they realised the 

town, unlike many others in the county, did not have a set of walks which could be done 

without the need for a car. Peter said “It is really pleasing that residents of Northallerton 

and surrounding areas can now just simply walk from their front door or take a short bus 

journey to the start of one of these great routes.”  

There are three circular walks, one along Dibdale with views of Northallerton and the 

Vale of Mowbray; another from Northallerton takes in the village of Ainderby Steeple 

and a third explores Brompton, a once important centre for linen making. There are also 

two linear walks, from Thornton Le Moor to Northallerton and from Thirsk to Thornton 

Le Moor which can be done using bus services. For more ambitious walkers the two can 

be combined into a single ten mile trek .The walks can be downloaded from either our 

or NYCC websites. Copies can be picked at Northallerton Library. 

http://www.northallertonramblers.org.uk/
mailto:Secretary@northallertonramblers.org.uk


 

 

Forthcoming Trips 
After our very enjoyable trip walking the western part of St Cuthbert’s Way we are to 

complete the walk in late July 2015.-Contact Martin Davies for more information. 

Next month a group is having a short break at Hassnesss Buttermere. 

Looking further ahead we planning 2 more trips in 2015 

- a short break at Grange Cumbria in March 2015 – contact Colin Davison 

- a 7 days guided walking in Austria in June 2015- contact George Bateman 

 

Dates for your Diary                                                                                                     

The Group’s AGM will be held on Thursday 20th November at 2.00pm at Thornton 

le Street Village Hall. All members are welcome .The AGM will be preceded by a 

morning walk and lunch                                                                                             

Chriistmas Meal will be at the Coore Arms Scruton on Thursday 11th December at-

contact Rita Walker (01609 771014)                                                                               

The Northallerton Group  will host the  Area AGM on Saturday 15 March 2015 .The  

guest speaker will be Benedict Southworth the  Chief Executive of Ramblers. 

Footpaths Officer Report                                                                                                                      

The principle of “Once a highway always a highway always a highway” dates from 

Plantagenet Times; the Access to Countryside Act 1949 introduced the concept of” 

conclusive evidence” as to the presence of a footpaths and bridleways over which the 

public have a right of way (and shown on the definitive map).Responsibility for the 

provision and update of the map rests with the Highway authority – NYCC in our area. 

The need to ensure the PROW is clear and in good repair rests with the County Council. 

These PROWs may be added to, diverted and even extinguished but it is legal process 

often requiring supporting evidence. There remain some other routes available to the 

public which are not shown on the definitive map, which NYCC have to review, and 

possibly reclassify, using these processes.                                                                                                             

Whilst I have been involved NYCC has never satisfactorily met their obligations. With 

reduced staffing and maintenance funding the position has deteriorated in the last 5 

years. With further cuts now planned there is the danger that existing systems of work 

will collapse.NYCC now acknowledge they may not meet their statutory duties and that 

some paths are unusable.                                                                                                   

Our own Ramblers organisation’s service is now poor in challenging the destruction of 

our footpath system. The apparent change of emphasis away from footpath work by 

Ramblers towards initiatives, such as Walking for Health is said to be going well     

John Marshall 

Web Site 

There are many references to our new web site in this newsletter. We owe a huge debt 

of thanks to Ian for both developing the site and updating its content. It is still “work in 

progress” and so please let Ian know if you have any ideas for its improvement.            

Nationally, Ramblers have updated their Walk Finder. You can use the search tool 

ramblers.org.uk/find-a-walk where you can search geographically, by group and also 

look at Ramblers Routes where you can download walks all over the country prepared 

& vetted by Ramblers.                                                                                                                                                                                             
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